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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the centennial celebration of the founding of the Council on Christian

Unity! We invite our whole church to celebrate 100 years of faithful witness and dedicated

service to promoting Christian unity—made visible as we gather at the one Table and

receive together the bread and cup offered for the salvation for the world.

As Disciples of Christ we know that unity, first of all, is a gift from God. It is not

something we create as the result of our efforts or negotiations. It is not achieved in

reaching theological agreement—and it is certainly not about compromise or giving up

one’s identity. We seek unity, not uniformity; oneness, not sameness! And we begin with

an understanding of unity that will witness to the rich diversity of beliefs, practices, cultures

and traditions.

Unity is a gift to be received and nurtured: claimed in baptism; celebrated at the Table;

and made visible in our witness and worship, our mission and service to a fragmented,

broken and hurting world.

In his stirring address before the International Convention of Christian Churches in

Topeka, Kansas, in 1910, Dr. Peter Ainslie III, issued a challenge to the Disciples of

Christ that led to the founding of the Council on Christian Unity. In his address, Our

Fellowship and the Task, Ainslie spoke these words regarding the task of Christian unity:

Holding with deep conviction to personal faith in Jesus Christ and obedience

to his commandments, we must hold with equally deep conviction to fellowship

with all believers, else we drop to the level of sectarianism.... There are serious

barriers to this achievement, but it is God’s program; and it can no more be

kept back than the sun can be kept from rising.

With that same conviction, we celebrate our past 100 years; with that same confidence,

we look to an exciting future.

 It’s God’s program!

     It’s Jesus’ prayer!

        It’s our birthright and calling as Disciples of Christ!

In the unity of the Spirit, in Christ’s love and in gratitude for this ministry,

Blessings and peace,

Robert Welsh

President

1910 ±2010



Peter Ainslie III, Founding President
Peter Ainslie III was a catholic Christian. He was his-

torically aware and globally engaged in the universal
Church; he was intimately and locally involved in his
life of prayer and service.

His own history began on June 3, 1867 in Dunnsville,
in the Tidewater area of Virginia. Ainslie attended
Transylvania College and the College of the Bible. His
mother's contagious love of books led him to be a life-
time scholar. Although a letter from Decima Barclay,
daughter of Alexander Campbell, expressed her desire
that he follow her father's lineage by becoming presi-
dent of Bethany College, he remained a local pastor.
His congregation, which he served for more than 29
years, was Christian Temple in Baltimore.

For two decades he was a well-known participant in
global ecumenical events, including the historic open-

ing conference of the twentieth-century ecumenical movement, the World
Missionary Conference, 1910 in Edinburgh. He later emerged as a central
figure in the Faith and Order movement. John R. Mott said of him that he
was among the ª twelve apostles of the modern ecumenical movement.º

Peter Ainslie's lasting legacy is his forming the Council on Christian Union of the Disciples of Christ. It occurred in
Topeka, Kansas, 1910, at the International Convention where Ainslie presided as president of the American Christian
Missionary Society. In his presidential address he called for Disciples to claim their special place in the wider church by
becoming contributors to the wholeness of the church universal. ª(F)ifty years hence the Disciples of Christ will look
back on this convention as one of the most eventful in our illustrious history, because at this convention a definite
program has been launched.º Ainslie led the Council until 1924.

Ainslie once wrote, ªWhen I sometimes go through the Temple auditorium alone, somehow I cannot get away from observing
the worn carpet on the pulpit platform, just back of the desk, and I find myself asking, O that I had a place so marked by my knees
in prayer for my people, as I have marked by my feet in preaching to them.º For Ainslie, what you believe is secondary to whom
you believe. His prayers, and those of his successors in the Council on Christian Unity, stand as a witness to spirituality
being the heart and soul of the ecumenical movement and the key to ecumenical advance.

In Louisville, 1912

Ainslie with J.A. McClymont, 1920

Aboard ship, 1920



Remembering the Council's Chief Executives in Our Journey
H.C. ARMSTRONG

H.C. Armstrong was groomed by Peter Ainslie for leadership of the
Association for the Promotion of Christian Unity, the new name of the
Council on Christian Union as of 1916. The two met when Armstrong
was a student at Yale and Ainslie delivered the Yale Lectures. They were
mutually impressed with each other. Armstrong moved to Baltimore for
pastoral ministry at Harlem Avenue Christian Church and eventually to
Ainslie's staff at Christian Temple where his assignment was full-time
responsibility for the Association. In 1924, Ainslie resigned as president
of the Association to form the Christian Unity League, and H.C.
Armstrong became its secretary.  He provided crucial leadership to the
Association during a time of severe internal stress within the Disciples of
Christ. The transition, even the survival of the Council, can be credited
to the leadership of H.C. Armstrong.

GEORGE WALKER BUCKNER

During the Depression years of the late 1930s, the Council went
without executive leadership. In 1941, as the economy began to
recover, George Walker Buckner was named executive director on
a part-time basis. His primary responsibility outside the Associa-
tion was editor of World Call magazine. Buckner made significant
contributions to the formation of the World Council  of Churches
by service on its Provisional Committee. He also was instrumental
in the formation of the National Council of Churches in the USA.
He retired in 1961.

GEORGE G. BEAZLEY

The Council on Christian Unity (the name of the Council as of 1954) called
George G. Beazley, Jr. to be its president in 1961. Dr. Beazley became the Council's
first full-time executive. He was called from pastoral ministry where he had served
Disciples' congregations in Richmond, Missouri (1938-1947) and Bartlesville,
Oklahoma (1947-1960). He was a consummate communicator. His folksy ªBeazley
Buzzº is still remembered for homespun accounts of his travels and ministry which
were rich with less formal information on the ecumenical movement. He also
established the ecumenical journal Midstream which communicated at a more
scholarly level. Dr. Beazley died in 1973 on World Communion Sunday while
traveling in the Soviet Union on an official visit to the Russian Orthodox Church.
He is remembered for the pioneering work related to the Disciples' participation
in the Consultation on Church Union.

H.C. Armstrong, secretary, Association for the Promot ion of Christian Unity, 1925-1931

George Walker Buckner, executive director for the Ass ociation
for the Promotion of Christian Unity, 1941-1961

George G. Beazley, Jr., president of the Council on Christian Unity, 1961-1973



ROBERT K. WELSH

Robert K. Welsh began his presidency of the Council in January of
1999. He had proven himself an able leader among Disciples as a suc-
cessful president of the Church Finance Council and Associate General
Minister. He was both well-formed and well-connected in ecumenical
service through his work on the staff of both the Commission on Faith
and Order of the World Council of Churches (1974-1976) and as the
Associate Ecumenical Officer for the Disciples Council on Christian
Unity from 1976-1988. In his first eleven years in office Dr. Welsh has
broadened the ecumenical agenda of the Disciples to include launching
official dialogue among the churches of the Stone-Campbell Movement,
resourcing Disciples for interfaith engagement, and giving leadership
to a churchwide initiative in ªbecoming a multicultural and inclusive
communityº as a benchmark of our unity in Christ.

PAUL A. CROW, JR.

Ecumenism for Paul A. Crow, Jr., the Council's next president, is a
central academic interest, a passion of the heart and an object of life-
long commitment. He came to the presidency after two positions of
preparation: teaching history at Lexington Theological Seminary
(1961-1968) and service as the general secretary of the Consultation
on Church Union (1968-1974). He led the Council with distinction
for twenty-five years, now a quarter of its history, from 1974-1999.
He brought Disciples to a place of high visibility in the global ecu-
menical endeavor. His leadership included significant ecumenical ad-
vance for Disciples in establishing the full partnership of Disciples
with the United Church of Christ, the creation of the Peter Ainslie III
Lectures on Christian Unity and the Joe A. and Nancy Vaughn Stalcup
Lectures on Christian Unity, and the initiation and development of the
International Commission for Dialogue between the Disciples of
Christ and the Roman Catholic Church.

Robert K. Welsh, president of the
Council on Christian Unity, 1999-

Paul A. Crow, Jr., president of the Council
on Christian Unity, 1974-1999

Chairpersons of Board of Directors
From 1954 when name was changed to Council on Christian Unity

1954 - 1957 Hampton Adams
1958 - 1964 William Jackson Jarman
1965 - 1971 Paul Stauffer
1972 - 1981 Albert Pennybacker
1982 - 1985 Walter Bingham
1986 - 1989 Nancy Vaughn Stalcup
1990 - 1993 C. Roy Stauffer

1994 - 1997 G. Hugh Wilson
1998 - 1999 Roy G. Griggs
2000 - 2001 Sally Paulsell
2002 - 2003 Jack Sullivan, Jr.
2004 - 2005 Helen Enari
2006 - 2007 David W. Brown
2008 - 2010 Andy Mangum



Reclaiming The Vision

We Disciples of Christ were suffer-
ing from amnesia in 1910. God raised
up a prophet in Peter Ainslie who kept
vigil, watching for indications of faith-
fulness to our ecumenical vision. Peter
Ainslie helped us remember and helped
us reclaim our soul as a people of Chris-
tian unity. The primary institutional
form of Peter Ainslie's reclaimed vision
is the Council on Christian Unity.

Disciples began life in the first
decade of the nineteenth century on the
American frontier. At the beginning of
the decade Barton Stone, a young Pres-
byterian pastor, hosted a great revival

at Cane Ridge, Kentucky. Thousands
poured into that rural setting for an
ªawakeningº which was part eucharis-
tic ªholy fairº from Britain, part fiery
preaching revival with New England
antecedents. This groundbreaking
revival of 1801 had history-changing
ecumenical repercussions. Baptists,
Methodists, Presbyterians had fellow-
ship, worshipped, learned together. No
one checked ecclesial credentials. All
partook of bread and cup as one people.

In 1809 an Irish immigrant, Thomas
Campbell, lost his ministry credentials
in the Presbyterian church by attempt-

ing to open the Lord's table to anyone
duly prepared to receive the sacrament.
He responded to his lost ministry by
forming an association for Christian
unity in western Pennsylvania which
affirmed, ªthe church of Jesus Christ on
earth is essentially, intentionally, and
constitutionally one.º That vision was
championed by his son Alexander
Campbell and led to an American
reformation for Christian unity. The
impetus for unity brought together the
followers of Barton Stone and the
Campbells in 1832 in the creation of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

A Century of Witness
A Brief History of the Council on Christian Unity

by Peter M. Morgan

President Emeritus of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society

That American unity movement was
a radical undercurrent against the tide
of a sadly enduring trait of the Protes-
tant Reformation of the sixteenth cen-
tury. The momentum from the Refor-
mation was sectarian. The rationale,
justification and identity of each pro-

testing group created in the wake of the
Reformation was defined by how it dif-
fered from others. The prophetic vision
of the early Disciples leaders, like the
prophets of the Hebrew scriptures,
countered the historical currents. Dis-
ciples leaders called the church to its

catholic and apostolic origins of unity
in Jesus' prayer, ªthat they may all be
oneº (John 17:21) and Paul's teaching,
ªthere is one body and one spirit, just
as you were called to the one hope of
your calling.º (Ephesians 4:4)

That They May All Be One

Within forty years of Alexander
Campbell's death in 1866 the Ameri-
can reformation was wrecked, the vision
of one church a dim memory. The Dis-
ciples were divided into the Christian
Churches and the Churches of Christ.
Seeds for future divisions in the twen-

tieth century were planted. As president
of the International Convention meet-
ing in Topeka in 1910, Peter Ainslie III
addressed the Disciples and changed the
course of history. (Portions of his historic
address are reprinted later in this book-
let.)

A COCU gathering at the old meeting
house, Cane Ridge, Kentucky



After charismatic fervor dissipates,
continuing faithfulness to a calling must
take institutional form. In Topeka,
Ainslie called a special after-session
gathering at First Christian Church.
From that meeting the Council on
Christian Union was created, making
the Disciples one of the first churches
in the U.S. to establish an official

agency working for Christian unity. In
its by-laws, the Council named its mis-
sion and visionÐwhich continues to the
present day: determined, ªto watch for
every indication of Christian unity and to
hasten the time by intercessory prayer,
friendly conferences, and the distribution of
irenic literature until we all attain unto
the unity of the faith.º

The Council has much to remem-
ber and celebrate in its one-hundred
year history. Its faithful witness
stretches from a global presence far
beyond the size of the Disciples to the
most intimate local settings. It stretches
from Robert Welsh's joining tens of
thousands in St. Peter's Square at the
funeral celebrating the life and minis-
try of Pope John Paul II to the only two
pastors of a small village meeting over
coffee to discuss their community.

Union Conversations

The Council has been engaged in
union conversations and plans: the Con-
ference on Organic Union, 1918-1920,
which produced the unsuccessful Phila-
delphia Plan; union conversations with
the American Baptists, 1947-1952; and
the Conference on Church Union,
1946-1958, (the so-called ªGreenwich
Planº which was drafted by the Disciples'
Charles Clayton Morrison).

The longest-term and most broadly
represented conversations began in

1960 as ten mainline Protestant chur-
ches entered into a common search for
a united church called the Consulta-
tion on Church Union  (COCU). In
1962, led by the Council, the Disciples
became a full member of the Consulta-
tion. George Beazley served as presi-
dent of COCU from 1970-1973. Paul
Crow was the Consultation's first gen-
eral secretary, serving from 1968-1974.
In 2002 the assemblies of its ten par-
ticipating churches voted to become
Churches Uniting in Christ  (CUIC),
a new relationship of church unity and
union. Patrice Rosner, a Disciple,
served as CUIC's recent director from
2006-2008.

Dialogues

In 1999 talks began within the three
streams of those descended from
Barton Stone and Thomas and
Alexander Campbell. The Stone-
Campbell Dialogue brought together
individuals from the Churches of
Christ, Christian Churches/Churches

of Christ, and Disciples of Christ.
Participants have confessed guilt
for the sin of division within this
body and have declared their pur-
pose, ªto develop relationships
and trust. . . through charitable
and frank dialogue . . . .º The
three streams celebrated a series
of local ªGreat Communionº ser-
vices in 2009, the bicentennial of
their mutual founding document,

Thomas Campbell's Declaration and
Address.

The Council's vision and diligence
has led Disciples into formal Ecumeni-
cal Partnership with the United
Church of Christ  (UCC). Those con-
versations began in 1962 but were put
on hold in 1966 so that both churches
could give full attention to COCU. In
1977 work toward partnership was
begun anew and attained formal adop-
tion in 1985. The Disciples' General
Assembly and the UCC's General
Synod met jointly in 1993 and 2001.
The two churches' mission boards are
now united as Common Global Minis-
tries.

Councils of Churches

The Council on Christian Unity has
been deeply invested in national
counciliar ecumenism from the early
days of the Federal Council of
Churches, founded in 1908, to the
Council of Churches of Canada ,
1944, and currently in the successor to
the Federal Council, the National
Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA , 1950. The leadership con-
tributed by Disciples to the National
Council is only illustrative of that deep
investment. Industrialist and philan-
thropist J. Irwin Miller served as presi-
dent. General secretaries have been Roy
G. Ross, Joan Brown Campbell and
Michael Kinnamon, the current general
secretary of the Council.

The Work Begins in Earnest



The Council on Christian Unity has
taken its place in the global twentieth-
century ecumenical movement. The
Council's own founding year, 1910,
coincides with the beginning year of
that movement at the World Mission
Conference in Edinburgh. The names
of Council leaders such as Peter Ainslie
and George Buckner are seen in ros-
ters of early global gatherings of Faith
and Order, Life and Work, as well as
the International Missionary Council.
These groups later became constituent
parts of the World Council of
Churches  at its inaugural assembly in
1948. Representatives to the World
Council's central committee have
included George Buckner, George
Beazley, Paul Crow, Raymond Cuthbert,
Richard Hamm, Sharon Watkins and
Jean Woolfolk. Among Disciples staff

members to the World Council have
been Thomas Best, Stephen Cranford,
Michael Dominguez, John Fulton, Lucy
Griffith, Marilynne Hill, Michael
Kinnamon, Donald Newby, William
Nottingham, Rosemary Roberts, Rob-
ert Tobias and Robert Welsh.

International Dialogues

The International Commission for
Dialogue between the Disciples of
Christ and the Roman Catholic
Church was begun in 1977 at the ini-
tiative of Paul Crow, the Council's
president, and Cardinal Johannes
Willebrands, president of the Pontifi-
cal Council for Promoting Christian
Unity. The Commission, composed of
theologians and pastors, men and
women of both traditions, has com-
pleted four multi-year periods. The first

round (1977-1982) produced an
ªagreed statementº bearing the title
Apostolicity and Catholicity; the second
agreed account (1983-1992) was en-
titled The Church as Communion in
Christ; the third period (1993-2002)
offered Receiving and Handling the Faith;
and the fourth phase (2004-2009) has
just produced an agreed statement on
The Presence of Christ in the Church, with
special reference to the Eucharist.

The Council has been engaged on
the world stage as a full partner with
the World Alliance of Reformed
Churches . In addition it has added its
voice to conversations which led to
united and uniting churches in Great
Britain, North India and Jamaica.

Publications

Beginning in 1911 when Disciples'
philanthropist R.A. Long provided a
$10,000 grant which led to the publi-
cation of The Christian Union Library,
the Council has regularly produced
notable ecumenical journals . Within
nine months the Library became the
Christian Union Quarterly and contin-
ued for twenty-five years. George
Beazley began editing Midstream: an
Ecumenical Journal, in
1961 and presidents
of the Council pub-
lished Midstream for
the next 40 years. In
2003, Robert Welsh
began issuing Call to
Unity: Resourcing the
Church for Ecumenical
Ministry, as its cur-
rent journal. Throughout these decades
of publication the Council has provided
individuals, colleges, seminaries, chur-
ches and others news of the ecumeni-
cal movement, substantive discussion of
issues, papers presented at conferences

and interpretative materials from across
the world of ecumenism.

Theological Reflection

Ecumenical dia-
logue frequently
serves as a catalyst
for churches refin-
ing and clarifying
their understand-
ing of their own
life and thought.
The Council pro-
vided leadership to the church's Com-
mission on Theology which published
a major volume on The Church for
Disciples of Christ (1998) that included
statements on Disciples' understanding
of the nature of the church, mission,
authority, ministry, baptism, and the
Lord's Supper.

Lectureships

In recent decades the Council has
endowed ongoing named lecture-
ships. Those lectures began in 1982
with the inaugural Peter Ainslie Lecture

on Christian Unity with Cardinal
Johannes Willebrands being invited to
Christian Temple of Baltimore
(Ainslie's congregation) for that historic
lecture. On that occasion the Cardinal
noted, ªThe Disciples of Christ from
its beginnings has had an intuition, a
particular flair, which makes it one with
what the Spirit is bringing about on the
way to unity.º Other notable speakers
have been Lesslie Newbigin, Kosuke
Koyama, Archbishop of Canterbury
Robert Runcie, Fred Craddock and
Andrew Young. And more recently,
beginning in 1989, the Council and the
School of Theology for the Laity
launched the Joe A. and Nancy Vaughn
Stalcup Lectures on Christian Unity that
are offered biennially; lecturers have
included Joan Brown Campbell, Tho-
mas Hoyt, Wesley Ariarajah, Rita
Nakishima Brock, Michael Livingston
and John Thomas.

The Council posts significant papers
as well as news and resources from the
ecumenical movement on its web site,
www.Disciples.org/ccu.

Interpreting the Ecumenical Vision



Continuing the Journey

In its founding document, the Council on Christian
Unity declared that its purpose was ªto watch for every
indication of Christian unity.º That commitment continues
today. Our journey is thus focused upon remaining alert to
God's leading in our work for unity and wholeness in the
Church and in societyÐwherever that may lead.

ªTo watch for every indication! º This has meant that
the Council and our church are engaged in an amazingly
rich and widely diverse range of ecumenical activities and
involvements:

Engaging in tough theological conversation with
persons who hold different understandings of the faith,
interpretations of Scripture, and different practices and
traditions from the Disciples of Christ.

Joining with Orthodox, Catholic, Reformed, Evangel-
ical and Pentecostal Christians to offer common witness
in addressing the root causes of domestic hunger and
poverty.

Addressing the reality of overcoming racism
through encounters that call for repentance, con-
fession and forgiveness of past and present sin that
has divided the Church and betrays our witness to
God's offer of reconciliation in Christ.

Providing programs and opportunities of educa-
tion and formation of a new generation of Disciples for
ecumenical leadershipÐespecially in seeking youth and
young adult involvement in all programs of the
CCU's life.

Working with other churches and Christians on issues
of ecology and global warming, overcoming violence,
and seeking peace and justice for all God's children.

In 2005 the Board of the CCU engaged in a churchwide
process of ªmapping the ecumenical movement for the 21st
centuryºÐto look afresh at where God's call to unity would
lead us in the future. We returned again to affirm that the
vision and goal of unity is discovered as we gather at an
ªopen Tableº where Christ continues the work of healing
and reconciliation. In pursuing this sacred and sacramen-
tal vision of unity, the CCU identified three ªfrontiersº for
our future work and program:

· Becoming a multi-cultural and inclusive church

· Developing a deeper and more dynamic ecumenical
spirituality

· Understanding what it means to live in the
changing landscape of an interfaith context and
interreligious world.

Today, the CCU is seeking to
balance our historic ecumenical
commitments and involvements
with new and exciting challenges
and opportunities of the 21st
century Church.

We continue to watch (eagerly and expectantly!) for every
indication of unity and wholeness in pursuit of the full
visible unity of all Christians and churches. We do not go
alone, for we know that God is with us leading the way.

And so we celebrate a century past, and the new day to
come. The journey continues.

by Robert K. Welsh



Our Fellowship and the Task
Peter Ainslie III

Portions of the historic address at the 1910 International Convention
which led to the formation of the Council on Christian Unity

One afternoon I climbed the dark stairs of Stirling Castle that I might stand on its famous balcony

and look out upon what Queen Mary of Scots said was the most beautiful landscape in the world. I felt

as though I were looking around the world and beyond it. It is so today. I speak your own sentiments

when I say that no one who sees and reads and thinks and feels can look out upon this century without

being stirred by the world's panoramic vision.

We who wear the name Christian only have climbed a hundred rugged steps and today, standing on

God's balcony, we look down the past, and yonder is Jesus moving in that mightiest drama of all time.

The cross is still stained with his blood, the tomb of Arimathea lies broken, and the ascension from the

Mount of Olives is as fresh as if it were the action of yesterday. Yonder are the apostles telling the story

of Jesus and the resurrection from the dead. Yonder is Paul preaching in Ephesus, Philippi, Athens and

Corinth.

Yonder are Polycarp, Papias, Ireneus and hosts of saints witnessing for Jesus¼. Yonder is Luther

nailing the ninety-five theses to the door of the castle church in Wittenberg, and Calvin, a refugee from

persecution, writing his Institutes. Yonder are the Wesleys calling all believers in Jesus to the life of

personal holiness and the Campbells pleading for a united Church by the return to the New Testament

in name, in ordinances and in life. What a host of saints! Some were called Nazarenes, others Christians,

still others Roman Catholics, others Reformers, and some Disciples, but whatever be their names, all

these are our brethren.

But standing on God's balcony, we look about us today and yonder are millions in all parts of the

world witnessing for Jesus. Some are preaching to the multitudes with a passion like those brothers of

the holy past. Others have left homes and friends and are preaching Jesus and the resurrection from the

dead to the heathen nations. Here and yonder are hospitals for the sick, asylums for the orphan, homes

for the aged and schools for the ignorant. . . . What a host of saints! They are called Presbyterians,

Baptists, Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Lutherans, Methodists and Disciples, but whatever be their

names, all these likewise are our brethren, for they show that they have been with Jesus.

Still standing on God's balcony we look into the sacred future and yonder are vast multitudes of

believers out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation. They are servants of Jesus. Sectarianism

is going to its entombment and a united brotherhood is rising with its undivided message for a lost

world, for yonder down the ages is one flock as there is one Shepherd.

What a vision from God's balcony! Whether we look in the past, or around us, or into the future, we

see our brethren. Then let us remember as wearers of the name Christian only, we hold in this period of

God's providence the cure for the divided church. Our message, therefore, to the present and to the

future is to remove the barriers to brotherhood by a larger loyalty to the personality of Christ. The



rightful contribution of the Disciples to modern religion is the widening of faith's view, for the best asset

in this world is faith in Jesus Christ and love for all who love our Lord....

Holding with deep conviction to personal faith in Jesus Christ and obedience to his commandments,

we must hold with equally deep conviction to fellowship with all believers, else we drop to the level of a

sect....

I beg that you will pardon me if I speak too frankly, but these are serious times and soft words will not

suffice. If I mistake not, the Disciples of Christ are facing the most critical period in their history. It is so

with all movements. After passing a new decade or a century at most, they drift from their original

principles either into wreckage or crystallization. . . . The Disciples are passing the way of all others, and

I fear that the prow of our ship is too decidedly set toward sectarian harbors, and unless we turn our

course in conformity to Thomas Campbell's clarion call, the fact that we have so much truth, we are

destined to become one of the most sectarian bodies, as love unused becomes unlove....

In the last twelve months I have traveled more than 16,000 miles in the interest of American Missions.

I have spoken to thousands and have held conferences with hundreds, from which I have learned that .

. . not more than a tenth or at most twenty-five percent of our membership know anything at all about

what the mission of the Disciples is. They may know that the New Testament baptism is by immersion,

but if that is all they might as well be Baptists. They may know that the churches of Christ have elders

and deacons; but if that all, they might as well be Presbyterians. They may know that the New Testament

government is congregational; but if that is all, they might as well be Congregationalists....

I question whether this contentment to be so little known, and this indifference to making world-wide

this proposition for the union of Christendom is not grave disloyalty to Christ. If this proposition is not of

God, it ought to be abandoned; if it is of God, it ought to call for an unparalleled enthusiasm on the part

of every disciple of Christ, until all Christendom shall hear, in kindest words, that back to Christ, in name,

in ordinances and in life is the only cure for the scandalous division in the house of God.

The Episcopalians have incorporated the Christian Unity Foundation, with the purpose of promoting

Christian union at home and throughout the world, until the various Christian bodies are knit together

in one organic life. Such is the aim expressed in their charter and we rejoice in their splendid vision; and

fifty years hence the Disciples of Christ will look back on this convention as one of the most eventful in

our illustrious history, because at this Convention a definite program has been launched....

Surely great issues are before usÐthis mighty nation and its message to the world, this mightier

gospel and the prophecies of its triumph, and this golden day of opportunity and its service. We can not

turn aside for minor issues. A united church and a redeemed continent are issues so overwhelming as to

furnish themes for hundreds of sermons in the pulpit, absorbing conversations in the home and on the

street, and numberless articles for our religious journals. It must not be forgotten that truth is the only

merit that gives worth and dignity to a message. With the open BibleÐnot parts of it, but all of itÐan d

with the indwelling of the Holy SpiritÐby whom we h ave been anointed for service and by whom we

have been sealed unto the day of redemptionÐwe shall be equipped for the task.



You are Invited to Come Celebrate!

· Celebrate God's gift of unity in Jesus Christ. The Council on Christian Unity, as a steward of
that gift of unity, invites you to a year of thanksgiving as it remembers a century of witness.

· Celebrate throughout the year in your congregation. Each month of 2010 the Council on Chris-
tian Unity is posting worship resources to enrich your prayers on the themes of the Lord's
Table, covenant, community, and seeking peace and justice in our world.

· Celebrate the Council's heritage at a dinner in Indianapolis on April 27. Included in the festivi-
ties will be a special recognition of Paul A. Crow, Jr. as he is named president emeritus for his
twenty-five years of service to the Council and to the church ecumenical.

· Celebrate the ongoing call to unity in Christ at the Joe A. and Nancy Vaughn Stalcup Second
Century Visioning Conference, June 14-17, in St. Louis, Missouri. The conference will criti-
cally explore the ecumenical movement and the Council's future ministry.

· Celebrate by returning to First Christian Church in Topeka, Kansas, on October 24,  where
Peter Ainslie launched the Council at the 1910 International Convention.

· Celebrate by praying for or participating in a young adult initiative on ªBecoming a
multicultural, multiracial, and multiethnic and inclusive churchº as the Council continues
to form a new generation of leaders for the future of the ecumenical movement.

Resources for the Celebration

This commemorative booklet is intended to be shared as a resource for study and celebration.
In addition, details and updates on these events and resources will continue to be posted on
the Council's web site, www.disciples.org/ccu.
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