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No. 0317
(Sense -of-th e-Assembly)

A CALL FOR CHURCH-WIDE SUPPORT OF THE ECUMENICAL CHURCH
LOAN FUND (ECLOF) AND OIKOCREDIT

ADOPTED by the G eneral Assem bly 

Summ ary:  This resolution is intended to encourage all of the entities of the Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ) to help the poor peoples of the world by supporting by investment or

donation organizations that provide funds for the poor to establish their own businesses.

Backg round:  Two  billion p eop le live on $1 /day an d ha lf of the  world  on $2/day or less .  W ith

no fo rmal e mplo ymen t, they m ust find another way to  mak e a living.  To  start or  upgrade  their

busine ss, toge ther with th eir neigh bors, the y need c apital.  W ithout co llateral they a re

essentially  �unbankable � and susceptible to loan sharks.

Two Christian organizations that enable third world entrepreneurs to obtain low interest loans

are (1) ECLOF (Ecumenical Church Loans Fund) established by the World Council of Churches

in 197 1, and (2) O ikocre dit (form erly kn own  as E cum enical De velopment C oop erativ e So ciety)

and also established by the World Council of Churches in 1975.  Groups dealing with these

organizations know that the vast majority of those living in poverty are hard-working people,

who, when given the opportunity, will work themselves out of poverty and into a productive and

stable life.

ECLOF was established to provide loans specifically aimed at  �combating the root causes of

under-development and at promoting social justice and self-reliance. � ECLOF �s Development

Capital Fund makes loans to groups involved in income generating activities such as

agriculture, fishing, small-scale industries, and trade.  The maximum loan is $50,000, and the

Fund is su pported by contrib utions  and  gran ts. 

Oikocred it is a so cial jus tice de velop men t bank that d oes its  work  prima rily by prov iding c redit to

cooperatives in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and elsewhere.  More than 400 groups of weavers,

coffee  farme rs, fisherm an, taxi drive rs, and o thers ha ve bee n supported  in their strug gle for a

better future since 1975.  Additionally, more than 50 financial intermediaries worldwide use

Oikocredit funding to provide hundreds of thousands of people with microcredit.  Loans range

from $100,000 to one million dollars. Oikocredit obtains its capital by selling shares with a

minim um in vestm ent o f $1,000.  In th e US A, the  Calve rt Founda tion ha ndles  and  processe s all

investments.

Both  groups � approaches m eans financing :  

1. Groups (mainly cooperatives, not ind ividuals).

2. Activities tha t are wanted by local people (no t by outside  agen cies).

3. Only if there is grassroots commitment and the people participate directly in the

operation and management of the business.

4. Where women are direct beneficiaries and participate in decision-making, in structures

and procedures related to conceptualization, organization, implementation, control, and

evaluation.

5. On ly activities  that respec t the en vironm ent.

ECLOF and Oikocredit have much in common:  sharing one mission and vision but with two

differe nt min istries.  T he two organiza tions h ave th erefo re form ulated  a  �Strate gic A lliance  � to

max imize th eir effo rts and resources an d work toward enhanced  com plem enta ry in their

serv ices  to the  needy.
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Biblical Rationale: The Scriptures call on people of faith to be caring for the poor, as God has

done: 

 �For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome,

who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and

who loves the strangers, providing them with food and clothing. � (Deuteronomy 10:17-18

NRS V).

The  Scripture s call up on pe ople o f faith to sh are in on e �s harve st with the  poor:

 �Wh en you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back

to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and the widow, so that the Lord your God may

bless  you in a ll your un dertakings .  W hen  you be at your o live trees, do n ot strip w hat is le ft; it

shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow.  When you gather the grapes from your

vineya rd, do  not g lean w hat is le ft; it sha ll be fo r the a lien, the  orphan, and the wido w. 

Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I am commanding you to do

this. �   (Deute ronom y 24:19-2 2 NR SV).

The  Scrip tures  reco rd Je sus  � teac hing  of the righ teou s, fee ding  the h ung ry, givin g the  thirsty a

drink, clothing the naked, caring for the sick, and visiting the imprisoned:

 �For I was hu ngry and you  gave  me food , I was th irsty and  you ga ve me som ething  to drink , I

was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and

you too k care  of me, I was in pris on and you  visited  me.  T hen  the righ teous will an swer him,

 �Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you

something to drink?  And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or naked

and gave you clothing?  And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you? �

And the king will answer them,  �Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who

are memb ers of m y family, you d id it to me �. � (Matthe w 25: 35-40 N RSV ).

WHE REAS , the Ch ristian Ch urch (D isciples o f Christ) and ou r global p artners s uppo rt

development which promotes sustainability, the integrity of creation, justice, equality, and

democratic, grassroots participation;

WHE REAS , the Board of C hurch  Extens ion and the D ivision of O versea s Ministries were

among the early supporters of the establishment of Oikocredit and ECLOF;

W HER EAS , organization s suc h as E CLO F and Oikocredit:

1. Enable poor people to become economically self-supporting.

2. Promote the economic position of women.

3. Be nefit  the lo cal community.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 2003 General Assembly of the Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ), meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina on October 17-21, 2003,

 � Calls upon the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in all its settings (general

administrative units, recognized organizations, commissions, committees,

congregations, and other bodies) to consider seriously the support of organizations such

as ECLO F and Oikocredit that p rovide  low inte rest loa ns to th e world �s poo r and  to

encourage members and friends to do likewise; and

 � Urges the Church in its various settings to develop plans for participation, educational

resources, and partnership or covenanted sponsorship of organizations that provide low

interest loa ns to the  world �s poo r.


